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“The accident is enormous in its medical implications. It will induce
an epidemic of cancer as people inhale the radioactive elements, eat
radioactive vegetables, rice and meat, and drink radioactive milk and
teas. As radiation from ocean contamination bio-accumulates up the
food chain ... radioactive fish will be caught thousands of miles from
Japanese shores. As they are consumed, they will continue the cycle
of contamination, proving that no matter where you are, all major
nuclear accidents become local....The Fukushima disaster is not over
and will never end.”
—Dr Helen Caldicott, a founder of Physicians for Social Responsibility

Children wear glass badges on their chests to measure the amount of radiation to
which they have been exposed. 23 June 2011 Elementary School, Kawamata Town

Further Reading
Physicians for Social Responsibility - psr.org
Nuclear Free Future Fact Sheets from the Sierra Club – tinyurl.com/
nuclearfactsheets
Karl Grossman, Cover Up: What You’re Not Supposed to Know
about Nuclear Power - karlgrossman.com
Please see our web site, rememberinghiroshima.org, for complete
citations and links related to the content in this brochure.
Narcissus Flycatcher Maeda, Iitate Village, 1 January 2012

Excerpts from the Media on the
Fukushima Nuclear Accident
The Japanese government’s Fukushima Nuclear Accident Independent Investigation Commission concluded, in a 641-page report
released Thursday, that the March 11, 2011 nuclear incident at the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant was a “profoundly man-made
disaster.” The “enormous amount of radioactive material” that was
emitted into the environment, the study found, was the result of
human negligence, rather than a natural disaster or—in the parlance
of theologians and insurance adjustors—an act of God. The Commission held 900 hours of hearings and interviewed 1,167 people,
finding that the nuclear meltdown was avoidable. The Commission’s
conclusions leave the jarring implication that regulators believe
there is a category of nuclear disaster that might be unavoidable.
Americans might be especially concerned, because the chairman
of our own Nuclear Regulatory Commission suggested Friday that
Fukushima did not violate any American safety standards.
— The Atlantic, July 11, 2012

Naoto Kan, the prime minister when the disaster began, was a supporter of nuclear power, but after the Fukushima accident said: “I
changed my thinking 180-degrees, completely,” recognizing that
an “area that included Tokyo” and populated by 50 million people might have to be evacuated. “We do have accidents such as
an airplane crash and so on,” Kan said, “but no other accident or
disaster” other than a nuclear plant disaster can “affect 50 million
people… no other accident could cause such a tragedy.... Moreover,
said Kan, “without nuclear power plants we can absolutely provide
the energy to meet our demands.” Japan, since the accident began,
has tripled its use of solar energy, he said, and pointed to Germany
as a model with its post-Fukushima commitment to shutting down
all its nuclear power plants and having “all its power supplied by
renewable power” by 2050. The entire world could do this, said Kan.
“If humanity really would work together ... we could generate all our
energy through renewable energy.”
— Counterpunch, October 10, 2013

The vice president of TEPCO came to apologize for the first time. The venue was
overflowing with villagers exploding with anger. 29 April 2011 Iitate Village Junior
High School gymnasium

March 11, 2011
A magnitude 9.0 earthquake struck off the east coast of Japan. A
large tsunami followed. The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant
lost power; back-up generators also went down. Without power,
the cooling systems failed. Within days, three of the plant’s reactors
experienced a meltdown, and hydrogen explosions destroyed the
reactor buildings.

— Greenpeace

Five years later, 2016
Around 1,000 tanks now hold 750,000 tons of contaminated water.
The options being considered by a government task force for getting rid of the contaminated water include “trying to remove the
tritium from it before letting it run into the sea; evaporating it, as was
done at Three Mile Island…; and injecting it deep into the ground,
using technology similar to that used to extract shale gas.”
— The Washington Post, Feb 10, 2016

Artist Statement
with 100% accuracy by radiation, an invisible bullet. And as it penetrated my cells, it damaged my genes and I felt nothing. I could
not see it, hear it, smell it, taste it…. Our five senses are not able
to detect radiation. I had never been in a place where the radiation level was so high. If I hadn’t had a Geiger counter, how close
to the nuclear power plant would I have gone? When I think about
it now my hair stands on end.
We were poisoned by the “myth of nuclear safety” and were
caught off guard. The government and TEPCO failed to convey
the extent of the disaster, then forced evacuation and spent huge
amounts of money on decontamination with the objective of returning displaced communities to their homes. But they cannot
remove all of the radiation, or stop the wind and rain from bringing it back again. All they succeed in doing is moving it from one
place to another. Meanwhile, more than 178,000 people remain
unable to return to their homes and lives due to contamination.
These exhibition panels contain images of contaminated everyday objects and plants from the exclusion zone in Fukushima
Prefecture, along with photographs of the people and towns
where they were collected.
The glittering spots in the photographs show radiation emitted
by cesium, a radioactive substance clinging to the surface of the
objects. Film placed over them was exposed by the radiation,
causing this appearance. Normally it is impossible to see radiation
or even know if it is present. This process makes it visible and
reconfirms the continuity of the threat it presents.
Even on a battlefield in the midst of a war, it is hard to guarantee
that a bullet will reach its target. But here my body was pierced

After the accident, all of the 54 nuclear power plants in Japan were
shut down. Now they are being turned back on, one after another,
and Japan is marketing its nuclear power plants as “the safest in
the world.” People are acting as if the Fukushima nuclear power
plant accident is already over. In fact, radiation has left deep scars
in the hearts and on the bodies of people in the affected areas.
Today, there are more than 15,000 nuclear weapons in the world,
and nuclear power plants are being built one after another around
the globe. There is no question that continuing on this road will
lead to certain destruction. These panels provide a record of the
suffering of people who lost their home towns. I am hopeful that
these images will help to change the path of spaceship earth as it
hurtles toward catastrophe.
— MORIZUMI Takashi, March 2016

