
Pittsburgh City Council Proclamation 

On August 5, Pittsburgh City Council approved a proclamation supporting the call for the total 
abolition of nuclear weapons by 2020. The statement read by Jo Schlesinger on behalf of 
Remembering Hiroshima, Imaging Peace follows: 

 

Thanks to Councilman Lavelle and City Council for their ongoing support of Remembering 
Hiroshima, Imagining Peace.  We are a group of labor, peace, educational, environmental, 
cultural organizations and individuals that advocate against nuclear war and its associated risks. 

The only way to eliminate nuclear threat is to stop the spread of nuclear weapons as we work our 
way to zero.  This includes the dangers of all stages in the nuclear chain – from mining to power 
production to testing and storage of waste, up to and including the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons.  All of these expose surrounding populations to risk.   

In light of the Fukushima-Daiichi disaster, nuclear power risks are ever more on the world’s 
radar.  Germany plans to abandon nuclear energy completely by 2022.  Just last month Austria 
went ahead with its plans to go 100% nuclear-free and ban imports of nuclear power.  It cited the 
following reasons: 

• hazards to human health connected with the release of radioactivity; 
• unresolved technical problems of reactors; 
• unsettled and unsolvable problems of nuclear waste management and disposal; 
• connections between the so called peaceful nuclear energy and the military nuclear 

industry; and 
• inadequate emergency planning.   

These serious issues apply to all of us.  We will continue to pay attention to the political 
landscape by responding to our representative’s votes on legislation both local and national.  Just 
last week a proposed nuclear plant in Florida was recently cancelled due to public pressure. 

Nuclear weapons place all of humanity at risk. They can destroy everything we hold dear and 
love most. Let us be good stewards of our environment and let us use the anniversary of August 
6 and 9 to remember the victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as we continue to make our world 
safer as we work towards global zero. 


